BUNGWAHL.

The village of Bungwahl, at first known as Bungwahl Flats, owes its existence to
Alexander Croll, who went there to set up a millin 1870. With his good friends John
Wright and John Rodgers they built a mill and a general store. Crolls business and
influence dominated the area.

In 1875 John Wright decided to
set out on his own and came to
Forster, saw the potential of the
North Shore (Tuncurry.) John
Rodgers commenced milling in
Laurieton. B —
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The first school was built on Croll land near the church in 1870 and John Green was the
first teacher. Another school operated close by Hudson's Sawmill at Neranie but a
recession in timber milling around 1893 caused a fall in attendance and the school
operated part time with Seal Rocks until its closure in 1908. At one time Bungwahl had
two hotels. The Caledonia Hotel owned by George and Sarah Bramble, situated on the
hill near the church, eventually burnt down. The Court House Hotel operated under
various licensees over the years became a boarding house before being demolished by
the then owner Richard Payne.

Croll, Wright & Rodgers Sawmill, Bungwahl,
Circa 1875.

The timber was then used to construct a shop directly opposite which was owned and
run by the family of his brother, William Payne. The Police Station, lock up and stables
was situated on Seal Rocks Road and closed during the 1920's. The Church of England
church, built on Croll land, still stands on the hill overlooking the Myall Lake. The
School of Arts was the cultural centre of the district, holding many dances, balls and
concerts.



The general store, bakehouse and butchers was near the Post Office and all supplied by
goods which came back to the town on "back loads" after timber had been delivered.
The slaughter house supplying the butcher was at Huntley some miles away.

The town had three cemeteries. Neranie now a NSW Heritage Site, early Bungwahl Flat
cemetery on the steep hill behind the Anglican Church and the present day cemetery on
the Lakes Way west of the village.

The Blacksmith's shop was a very important business of the town. All the ironwork for
the bullock teams had to be made or mended as well as making horseshoes and
repairing farm equipment. Bungwahl had a racetrack and regular meetings were held,
culminating in a dance at the School of Arts in the evening. Brumbies roamed the area
and the Palmer brothers, Lincoln, Jim, Will and Tom caught many and these horses
which were then broken in and trained for racing.

The Bungwahl football team, hard working men, timber getters, fishermen, bullock
drivers and dairy hands played in the Wallamba League travelling to Forster Tuncurry,
Purfleet, Krambach, Nabiac, Wootton and Bulahdelah. The team trained in a cow
paddock and travelled to the games crowded on the back of Kelly Paynes truck.
Bungwahl was a hub of activity, the roads were very basic and the lake was the main
avenue of transport. It was said by the locals that the district echoed with the sounds of
bullock drivers shouting and cracking whips and the ring of the timber cutters axes.



