
WHAT'S IN A NAME. 
LINCOLN STREET - PALMER STREET. 
 
Alfred Edwin Palmer 1889-1965 known as Lincoln, was a defining figure in the early 
development of Forster. Born in Bibby Harbour to Septimus and Lydia Palmer, daughter 
of William and Lydia Bramble, pioneers prominent in the Bungwahl area. One of 9 
siblings Lincoln, along with his 3 brothers, James, William and Thomas (Uncle Tom) 
worked on the family cattle property at 
Kataway (Neranie) and caught and broke 
wild brumbies which they sold.  
 
The boys had bullock teams and pulled in 
timber to the mills, mainly Croll's at 
Bungwahl. After Alexander Croll died, 
Alexander Jr in early 1920's sold the mill site 
to Lincoln who also purchased 40 hectares 
of land behind the Bungwahl Church. The 
mill was later sold to William and Edward 
Thomas.  
 
Lincoln married Ida Lillias Gray daughter of 
Charles and Lillias Gray, on the 11th 
December 1916. Lincoln and Ida moved to 
Forster purchasing James and Christina 
Hadley's 100 acres and established a major 
dairy farm at Bennett's Head, a coastal 
landmark in Forster.  
 
Lincoln also purchased another large parcel of land known today as the Fairways 
incorporating Strand and Boundary Street. The family farm was a primary source of milk 

for the growing Forster Tuncurry 
settlement. During this era, the 
Palmer family also operated 
bullock teams, which were 
essential for transporting timber 
from the surrounding forests to 
the local mills. As Forster evolved 
from a rural outpost into a holiday 
destination the vast dairy tracts of 
the area were eventually sub-
divided. These subdivisions 
facilitated the residential 
expansion of the town towards 
the coast.  

 



As a matter of interest: In the 1950-60's the goat herd roaming Bennett's Head was a 
very popular tourist attraction, originally belonged to the Palmer's farm. The goats were 
eventually transferred to Regatta Island and then on to Tarbuck Bay. 
THE "PALMER ROAD." The rugged track leading up to the headland from the main 
township of Forster was referred to by locals as Palmers Road before it was formally 
registered and modernised as Bennett's Head Road. 
 
Alfred Edwin and Ida Lillias Palmer raised 9 children and are buried together at the 
Forster Cemetery. 
 


